This data article explores the factors that contribute to maintaining steady cost projection on construction projects. The data was obtained using structured questionnaire designed in Likert scale. The responses were solicited from category of construction practitioners. Simple random sampling was employed in the distribution of the questionnaires to the respondents. Data samples were analysed using severity index, ranking and simple percentages. The analysis of the data brought to fore some important data on factors that causes cost overrun, they include: contractor's inexperience, inadequate planning, inflation, incessant variation order, and change in project design. They are critical to causing cost overrun, while project complexity, shortening of project period and fraudulent practices are found to be responsible. The data fall within the percentages of possible consequences of cost overrun when compared with those available in scientific literature. The data can provide insights on how to mitigate the risks of project deviation from initial cost and as-built project.
a b s t r a c t
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& The key method used in data collection structured questionnaire designed in Likert scale, the questionnaire was designed in such a way that it helps to collate basic information from the respondents. A population size of seventy (70) was selected, and a total sample size of 59 respondents was used in data generation, with questionnaire distributed to construction professionals. Variables pertaining to the above listed targets were identified and incorporated into questionnaires as the primary source of data. The data was collated and analysed, using mean item score ranking, percentages and descriptive statistics.
Data source location
Covenant University, Ota, Nigeria
Data accessibility
The article is in public repository http://eprints.covenantuniversity.edu.ng/
Value of the data
i. The data is useful in research that involves studying cost performance of construction projects. ii. Data presented is useful in studying cost overrun that would help client and professional in project cost planning. iii. The data could be used in development of cost and time models. iv. The data is valuable to construction project professionals and could be used in policy formulation. v. The data could be used as basis of comparison with that of other countries in terms of project management.
Data
The data was obtained using structured questionnaire designed in Likert scale. The responses were solicited from category of 70 construction practitioners using survey sampling methodology. The data retrieved from the 70 practitioners are presented as follows: data of professional affiliation of respondents is presented in Table 1 , data on years of experience (Table 2) , data on economic sector where they belonged (Table 3) , data on procurement methods used by the respondents (Table 4) and time data on period of cost overrun experienced by them in executing construction projects (Table 5) .
Furthermore, severity index was used to obtain the ranks of cost-overrun determinants presented in Table 6 . The data on impact of cost and time on project performance is shown in Table 7 . The cost and time overrun survey information data on residential building projects are shown in Table 8 while the data is in agreement with those available in scientific literature as regards to the consequence of cost overrun. 2. Experimental design, materials and methods
Data collection
Simple random sampling was used in the data collection through carefully structured questionnaire. A population size of seventy (70) was selected, and a total sample size of 59 respondents was used in this study, with questionnaire distributed to construction professionals. Variables pertaining to the above listed targets were identified and incorporated into questionnaires as the primary source of data. Some similar methods and contributions can be seen in [1] [2] [3] [4] [5] [6] [7] [8] .
Data analysis
The data was collated and analysed, using mean item score ranking, percentages and the use of descriptive statistics. Cost overrun determinants were ranked in percentages using the severity index. The five-scale in the questionnaire forms the response variables which are mapped with the 23 cost overrun determinants to obtain the severity index. The five-scale response variables are listed with the assigned ranks: completely relevant (CR) is ranked 4, relevant is ranked 3, just relevant is ranked 2 and irrelevant is ranked 1. The summary is shown in Table 6 .
Relative agreement index (RAI) is used to obtain the rank of 15 variables that determine the impact of cost and time on project performance. This is presented in Table 7 .
The construction practitioners' experiences on project cost overrun and duration were ranked distinctly and shown in Table 8 . This enables for quick comparison and decision making.
The data composition is in agreement with those available in scientific literature as regards to the consequence of cost overrun. This is summarized in Table 9 . The selected works relevant and similar can be found in [9] [10] [11] [12] [13] [14] [15] [16] [17] [18] [19] [20] [21] . Table 9 Data of consequences of cost overrun.
Effects of Cost overrun. Percentage
Tying down of clients capital 80% Company/firms liability to insolvency 50% Liability of companies or firms to bad debt or bankruptcy 70% Under-utilization of manpower resources 55% Tendency for an increase project cost resulting from payments for idle and unproductive time arising out of contractors claims.
93%
Tendency for an increase project cost resulting from payments for idle and unproductive time 90% Projects abandonment 60% Under-utilization of plants and equipment 93%
